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Lee Miller Witnessing Women at War  This month we 
welcomed Antony Penrose, son of Roland Penrose and Lee Miller, 
talking about his mother and her experiences in World War II.  Antony 
is a photographer and film maker who has written extensively about 
his parents. He is a Co-director of the Farley Arts Trust, Curator of the 
Lee Miller Archives and the author of The Boy Who Bit Picasso. 

Lee Miller was born in 1907 in New York.  As a child she had a     
passion for chemistry and first learned the art of photography and 
developing film from her father.  She was a great beauty and, aged 
only 19, was fortuitously prevented from stepping into the path of a 
moving car in Manhattan by Conde Nast, publisher of Vogue.  This 
encounter led to her embarking on a modelling career with her picture 
appearing on the March edition of Vogue in 1927.   She was much 
sought after as a model and featured in Vanity Fair and Harper's   
Bazaar as well as in Vogue.  However, as she preferred to make a 
picture rather than be in one, Lee set out to become a photographer.  
She travelled to Paris to work with the surrealist photographer, Man 
Ray, but initially became his model and lover.  She was soon in high 
demand by fashion photographers and numbered Picasso, Max Ernst 
and Miro among her friends. Still determined to pursue photography, 

Lee established herself as a surrealist 
photographer, eventually returning to New 
York to set up her own studio. 

In 1937 Lee met and fell in love with   
Roland Penrose, a surrealist artist, and moved to London with him in 1939. When World War II 
began, Lee worked as a photojournalist for Vogue, focusing on the role of women during the war.  
Her insightful portrayals of women, working as land girls and in factories as well as in the three 
Services, highlighted not only their courage and competence but also their femininity.  Lee was 
then appointed an US Army war correspondent documenting the aftermath of D-Day and the first 
use of napalm at St Malo, the liberation of Paris and the heart-breaking horror of the death camps.  
She later visited Hitler’s secret apartment, was photographed in his bath and looted items from 
Eva Braun’s dressing table.  Lee also photographed post-war poverty in Hungary, corpses of Nazi 

officers and dying children in hospital in Vienna.  These dreadful images, particularly those taken in the death camps, are   
unforgettable and it is unsurprising that witnessing these scenes took their toll.  On her return to England, Lee suffered        
post-traumatic stress disorder and began to drink heavily.   

After the war, Lee continued to work for Vogue photographing film stars 
and fashion.  In 1947 she married Penrose and later gave birth to Antony 
(the boy who bit Picasso!).  She finally overcame twenty years of alcohol 
abuse, finding solace in cooking and became a gourmet cook. She died 
in 1977. Lee’s passion for justice through photography paid fitting     
homage to the vital part that women played in the war.  Her son’s      
incredibly moving account of Lee’s life could not fail to have an indelibly 
emotional affect upon his audience. 
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Special Interest Day:  Thursday 21st March                        

Form and Fortune - 50 Years of British Sculpture             

Two morning talks by Mary Yule.                                

Places are still available.—contact Mrs Linda Orford. 

Visits:   

Wednesday 10th April  2019: City of London                   

Although fully booked at present, please contact Mrs 

Julia Eeles if you wish to be placed on a waiting list.       

(NB Payment of an additional £1 to the usual Ram Meadow 

parking fee will cover the cost of late night parking.)       

Thursday 28th November 2019: “Cinderella”                  

Northern Ballet Company’s Matinee Performance,    

Theatre Royal Norwich. £48 per person.                    

Applications and payments to Derek Osborne. 

Wednesday 4th December 2019: “Rigoletto”                  

Glyndebourne Tour 2019, Evening Performance      

Theatre Royal Norwich. £59 per person.                    

Applications and payments to Derek Osborne. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 2nd April The Day Parliament Burnt Down   Caroline Shenton                        
In 1834 a ball of fire exploded through the roof of the Houses of Parliament, creating a blaze that could be seen from Windsor 
Castle. Glorious old buildings and contents were destroyed. This talk gives an hour-by-hour story of the fire focusing 
particularly on Turner’s oil and watercolour paintings.  Venue:   The Blackbourne Community Centre,   

Elmswell, IP30 9UH 

Everyone please sign in at the Welcome Desk on arrival. 

 

Sue Barrett, Chairman, opened the March meeting with a warm 

welcome to  Derek Osborne now that his health has improved.  She 

also expressed the Society’s sincere thanks to Catherine Buchanan 

for providing splendid new Arts Society signs.  Sue gave notice of a 

Study Day for Church Recorders on 27th March and a Church   

Record presentation at Culford Church on 28th April at 10 am, all 

welcome.  Please contact Sue Medcalf for more details. 

Euston Hall (home of our President, Duchess Olivia) 

Open Days for 2019:                                                    

May Monday 6th to Sunday 12th,                                  

Monday 27th - Hall only, no garden access.                

June Monday 17th to Sunday 23rd.                                    

August Monday 26th to Sunday 1st September         

September Monday 16th - Gardens only 1-5 pm                     

Tuesday 17th to Sunday 22nd                                        

Website:   www.eustonhall.co.uk           
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