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The Ox and The Ass                                  

Have you ever wondered why every Nativity scene and school play has 
to have an Ox and an Ass?  Are they there just to add authenticity to 
Christ’s lowly birth in a stable? Or could they have a long history of 

meaning?  Hilary Guise seeks to find out 
more in this month’s talk. WANTED: FIRST AIDERS 

To ensure that we have First Aid cover in case of 

unexpected accident or illness, one of our members has kindly 

volunteered to go on a First Aid training course.  However, St 

John’s Ambulance has advised that it would be preferable to 

have two people on the course so we are appealing for an    

additional volunteer.  We would be extremely grateful to anyone 

willing to train for this role.  Please contact Sue Barrett on 

01284 700296 or email susan.e.barrett@btinternet.com 

Website:  www.theartssociety-westsuffolk.org.uk  (Registered Charity Number:  281081) 

Following December’s talk, please join the        

committee in toasting the forthcoming 

festive    season with a celebratory 

drink and a mince pie or two.  Every-

one is welcome to come and enjoy an 

early bit of Christmas cheer! 

Let’s Celebrate! 

O Yes It Was! Jane Tapley’s romp through the history of  

pantomime in November’s talk was a delight for her audience.  Jane 

has over 50 years connection with the theatre and is now Bath’s    

Theatre Royal Special Events Organiser as well as being a National 

Trust Bath Tour Guide and a theatrical landlady.  Her personal experi-

ence of numerous pantomimes provided her with many humorous 

tales to tell us in addition to her interesting account of pantomime 

from its Ancient Greek beginnings through the centuries to the very 

British institution we enjoy today.   

Starting as open air adult performances in amphitheatres with a single 

actor telling a story through mime accompanied by musicians and a 

chorus it progressed to include masks, animal skins, costumes and 

eventually dialogue.  Through the centuries it was influenced by early 

festivals, biblical stories, morality plays and 

mummery.     Characters such as Harlequin 

and Columbine were introduced in the 16th 

century and by the 18th century a full length 

script was added.  Pantomime became an extremely popular part of Christmas festivities 

during Victorian times as a show for all the family. Jane  skilfully pointed out recurring 

themes, characters and props in present day pantomime linking to those of earlier 

times.  She amused us with anecdotes and descriptions of players from each 

era.  Bringing us right up to date with the inclusion of pop stars and TV presenters in pan-

tomime, Jane demonstrated that nowadays it truly is a show for anyone from 5 to 95!  

New members were welcomed to the Arts Society 

by our committee with a drink and convivial chat 

immediately after November’s talk.  This was a 

very pleasant meet and greet session. 

Visits 

This month we have trips to The Theatre 

Royal, Norwich. on Tuesday 13th November 

to see Verdi’s La Traviata and Thursday 

22nd November for the Northern Ballet 

Company’s performance of The Nutcracker. 

We hope everyone will greatly enjoy these 

performances. 

Our Visits Organiser, Julia Eeles, is now 

planning a surprise trip in March followed by 

a visit to Boughton House, Kettering in 

June. 


