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Last month’s Special Interest Day on Form and Fortune - 50 

Years of British Sculpture  was enjoyed by all who attended.   A 

very comfortable room had been allocated to us for this event in 

Blackbourne Community Centre, where Mary Yule gave two talks 

during the morning and members stayed on to eat their lunch after-

wards.  We hope that the success of this study day in the new    

venue will encourage our members to sign up for similar days in the 

future.  Many thanks to Linda Orford for arranging the study day. 

The Day Parliament Burnt Down Caroline Shenton, our 
speaker in March, is an archivist and historian, former Director of the 
Parliamentary Archives in London and previously a senior archivist at 
the National Archives.  She is the author of The Day Parliament 
Burned Down, which won the Political Book of the Year Award in 2013.  
Caroline was Political Writer in Residence at Gladstone’s Library and 
has appeared at the Cheltenham, Hay and Henley literary festivals and 
on BBC radio and TV. 

Whilst working in the National Archives, Caroline set about researching 
a little-documented but fateful fire on16th October 1834 in the Houses 
of Parliament and the buildings and collections affected by it.  Her find-
ings formed her talk and her book, covering an hour by hour account of 
the disaster.  Caroline firstly showed us the layout of the parliamentary 
buildings at that time, where centuries of alterations had created     
numerous odd corridors and passages. 
The old Palace of Westminster had seen 
many historic events, ranging from the 
trials of Thomas More and Charles I to 
the assassination of William Percival, but 
its design was unpopular; St Stephen’s 
Chapel, which housed the Commons, 
was particularly cramped and airless.   

Caroline then described tally sticks, a 
wooden form of medieval receipts, which 
were stored in the Exchequer rooms and 
by 1834 filled two large rooms.  The task 
of disposing of them was given to Mr   
Richard Weobley, Clerk of Works at 
Westminster.  Most unwisely, he ordered 
labourers to burn the dry sticks in the 
under-floor heating furnaces in the House 
of Lords.   This task took several hours 
but was hastily and carelessly completed, causing a huge chimney fire.  The resultant heat and 
thick smoke was noticed in the buildings but ignored, notably by the mother-in-law of the house-
keeper of the House of Lords who was showing visitors around at the time.  The alarm was finally 
raised just before a ball of fire exploded through the roof of the Houses of Parliament, creating a 
blaze that could be seen from Windsor Castle. The fire raged throughout the buildings.  Not even 
the services of  the private London Fire Establishment could save the House of Lords, nor the 
Commons.  Amazingly, Westminster Hall and the Law Courts survived but the core of the Palace 
was burnt away.  Immense crowds gathered to witness the terrifying fire, a profoundly affecting spectacle. Later it was depicted 

in a number of  impressive paintings including several by Turner.  We 
are extremely grateful to Caroline for enlightening us about this now 
largely forgotten historical event with her fascinating account. 
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Visits:   

The trip to the City of London this month is fully 

booked. (Please remember to pay an additional £1 to 

the usual Ram Meadow parking fee to cover the cost of 

late night parking.)  

EXTRA VISIT: Thursday 13th June 2019      

Boughton House  £50                                                   

A trip to the residence of the Duke of Buccleuch and 

Queensbury will include coach travel, a guided tour of 

the estate and gardens, coffee and lunch.             

Please contact Julia Eeles for further details.     

Thursday 28th November 2019: “Cinderella ”  £48                

Wednesday 4th December 2019: “Rigoletto”  £59                

These performances in the Theatre Royal Norwich are 

also fully booked but if many more people are still    

interested in going, Derek Osborne could book more 

tickets and a larger coach.  Please contact  Derek    

Osborne if you would like 

your name added to the list. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 7th May  
Foundations of Fashion from the 18th to 

the 20th Century  Kate Strasdin             
Covering almost two hundred years of changing 
silhouettes, this talk looks at how both men and 
women have shaped their style through a range of 
undergarments  Looking at corsets and crinolines; 
calf pads and sleeve puffs, the range of unusual 
objects is always a surprise! 

 

Venue:   Meetings are held at the Blackbourne 

Community Centre, Elmswell IP30 9UH 

Everyone please sign in at the Welcome Desk on arrival. 

AGM Reminder and Invitation to Join the 

Committee:  Sue Barrett, Chairman, reminded 

members that this year’s Annual General Meeting 

will be held on Tuesday 4 June.  She warmly invited 

more members to join the committee.  Please      

contact Sue if you would be prepared to help on next 

year’s committee.                                                

Charitable Fundraiser Talk: In September, at 

the end of this year’s programme, the Society will be 

organising a fundraising talk in the Blackbourne 

Community Centre to raise funds for Young Arts.  

Tony Diamond will speak about The Hoxne Horde.  

Exact date and cost will be notified later. 

Culford’s Church Record, 

expertly researched and 

compiled by the Church  

Recorder team, will be    

presented to the Church 

during Morning Service on 

28th April at 10 am. All are 

welcome at the presentation.  


